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(57) ABSTRACT 
The present invention is directed to an apparatus and method 
for separating carpet ?bers from a backing material to Which 
said ?bers are secured. The apparatus includes a belt for 
driving a carpet strip having one or more backings and one or 
more ?bers secured on a face of said backing into the opera 
tive part of the device. There are a pair of rollers that are 
adapted to receive the carpet strip from said belt, and pass the 
carpet strip to a dish plate. The dish plate has an edge extend 
ing upwardly from the dish plate. The face of the carpet 
having the ?bers contacts the edge after the carpet passes 
through the rollers. The edge of the blade holds the carpet 
presenting it to the main drum. The main drum rotates doWn 
Wards and has a plurality of pins that shred the carpet backing 
and tear apart and free the face carpet ?bers from the backing 
?bers. The face ?bers pass to a receptacle for recycling. The 
torn backing ?bers, being usually longer and lighter than the 
face ?bers, remain Within the pins of the drum and are trans 
ported towards the back end of the machine and fall in a 
different receptacle for recycling. 
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