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SEPARATING CARPET FIBERS (57) ABSTRACT 

(76) Inventors: Frank Levy’ Quogues NY (Us); Sergio Separating pile, adhesive, and primary/ secondary bacl<ings of 
Dell’Orco, capale (IT) pos't-consumercarpet includes spe'ctrographic ?ber identi? 

cation. Separating substantlal portlons of p1le from backing 
comprises contacting a rotating pinned drum, With separated 

(21) Appl' NO‘: 13/303,464 pile U’s dropping, While a residual composition, being pri 
marily backing, travels With the drum for subsequent delivery 

(22) Filed: NOV- 23, 2011 to a press. Dislodged pieces of adhesive are removed from 
separated U’s by a spinning perforated squirrel cage utilizing 

Related U_s_ Application Data vacuum pressure. A shaker table receives substantially sepa 
_ _ _ _ _ rated U’s upon a ?rst screen. Eccentric motor(s) cause vibra 

(63) commuanon'm'pan of apphcanon NO‘ 13/135’002’ tions therein separating remaining backing and adhesive from 
?led on Jun‘ 22’ 2011' U’s, With the U’s and adhesive falling through openings in the 

?rst screen onto a second screen, and With adhesive falling 
Publication Classi?cation through openings in the second screen. The angle of the 

screens and frequency/direction of vibrations are adjustable 
(51) Int. Cl. to optimize a rate of production and a degree of separation. 

B02C 23/08 (2006.01) Hammers in a ?bermill remove remaining adhesive attached 
B23Q 5/22 (2006.01) to separated pile U’s. 
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